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“I’m more 
confident 
in my farm 
management 
decisions.”  

- 2015 
Oklahoma 
Annie’s Project 
Participant

Oklahoma Gets the Annie’s Project
 Ball Rolling in 2015

Oklahoma got the Annie’s Project ball rolling this year 
with two classes this spring. “Numerous Annie’s Project 
courses have been offered already in Oklahoma since 
its inception in 2007 and the course has a very positive 
reputation for bringing relevant and applicable knowledge 
to the women of the Oklahoma agricultural industry, 
whether they’re from a large farming/ranching operation 
or a small 10-acre tract,” says Logan County Extension 
Educator Haley Rosson.

Annie’s Project was taught in Kay County by Corbin Dewitt (Kay County Agriculture Extension 
Educator) and Lindsay Grace (Kay County Family and Consumer Sciences Educator) in Newkirk, 
OK, from February 5- March 2, 2015.   Classes were held at the Pioneer Woman Museum in Ponca 
City, OK.  The Pioneer Woman Museum was the perfect place to hold Annie’s Project classes 
because of its dedication to the enduring spirit of women past, present and future.  Seven women 
from four different counties with a passion for agriculture attended.  Backgrounds included farming, 
cattle, horticulture, and some were simply trying to learn about the business before getting into it.

Dr. Damona Doye, Oklahoma’s Annie’s Project State Co-Coordinator, was a part of one of the 
sessions.  She is a farm management faculty member at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, 
OK working in the Department of Agricultural Economics.   Over the course of six days, topics 
included the typical kick start with Real Colors training followed by goal setting, developing a 
business plan, family fi nancial management, legal issues, retirement & estate planning,  types 
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Notes from Ruth
Dear Educators and Friends,

Many of you are aware Annie’s Project—Education for 
Farm Women (APEFW) became a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t 
organization in 2014. As a result of our new status, 
we have expanded the board to full capacity. There 
are now 11 members. The four new members are 
Willie Huot from North Dakota, Angela Kazeckavicius 
from Illinois, Doris Mold from Wisconsin, and Karisha 
Devlin from Missouri. Continuing on the Board are 
Tim Eggers, Kelvin Leibold and Annette Sweeney, 
all from Iowa; Jason Johnson from Texas; and Karen 
Westbrook, Lynn Heins, and myself all from Illinois. 
Each of these elected members brings a level of professionalism and vision to grow this program 
designed to benefi t farm and ranch women. In future newsletters we will be featuring these 
dynamos starting with Kelvin Leibold, Vice President of APEFW.

Sincerely,                                                             
Ruth Hambleton, Founder of Annie’s Project

Board members met for the Annie’s Project--
Education for Farm Women Board of Director’s 
Annual Meeting in St. Louis, MO in June.

Women who attended the fi rst class in 2007 
in Coweta, Oklahoma.

Dr. Damona Doye, 
Oklahoma Annie’s Project 

Co-Coordinator

Sara Siems, Oklahoma 
Annie’s Project State 

Co-Coordinator
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of insurance, crop marketing, understanding fi nancial statements, software tools, enterprise budgets, tax session and 
investing.  “It helps empower women to become better business partners,” says Lindsay. “Just like every other industry, 
women want a bigger part of the planning and executing, but they need help getting the know-how.”
Corbin was pleased with the outcome.  “The Kay County Annie’s Project allowed less seasoned female cattle producers 

to learn from not only the program presenters, but also from their more 
experienced female peers.  One of the best aspects of this program is the 
opportunity class participant have to meet other women who share their same 
interest in becoming a successful producer and an advocate for agriculture,” he 
says.  According to Lindsay, things went so well with this group that women have 
already requested a reunion class.

The second Annie’s Project course began on April 6 and continued through 
May 11, 2015 at the Logan County Cooperative Extension offi ce in Guthrie, 
OK under the guidance of Haley Rosson, Logan County Extension Educator in 
Agriculture.  This class also had seven participants.  While acknowledging seven 
is a relatively small group, Haley is hopeful this year’s class will help spread the 
word so they can recruit more participants for future courses. 

Being so close to Oklahoma City, Haley’s county is very diverse.  Half the 
county is made up of traditional production agriculture and the other half 
is characterized more by urban sprawl.  “Annie’s Project satisfi ed all of the 
diversity our county has to offer and I think it is suited well for any woman who 
wants to know more about risk management education whether they help 
operate a large family farm or ranch or raise chickens in their backyard,” says 
Haley, “This holds true for any county in Oklahoma or other states, for that 
matter.”

Haley felt one of the biggest successes of her Annie’s Project sessions was 
helping attendees achieve a sense of empowerment by helping them to clarify 
subjects they already knew while at the same time teaching them entirely 
new subject matter.  In addition, Haley says, “The networking opportunities are tremendous and I feel the experiences 
are extremely benefi cial.”  Just like the class taught in Kay County, women in this Logan County class were anxious to 
continue interaction with each other.  In fact, since the completion, several of the ladies decided they want to continue 
meeting monthly as a “club” with a potluck meal and a speaker.

Sara Siems, State Extension Assistant in Risk Management Education at Oklahoma State University and Annie’s Project 
State Co-Coordinator, says Oklahoma has two more classes scheduled for 2015.  On August 7 – September 18th, Annie’s 
Project will be held once a week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Osage County Fairgrounds.  In September and October, 
classes will be held for Okfuskee County from 6 p.m to 9 p.m. for six consecutive sessions.

For more information, please visit their Facebook pages and website at:

Oklahoma State University - http://agecon.okstate.edu/annie/
Logan County Extension Service Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/loganOCES
Kay County  Extension Family and Consumer Sciences Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/KayCountyFCS
Kay County Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service Facebook  - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kay-County-
Oklahoma-Cooperative=Extension-Service/1418107805090752
Kay County OSU Cooperative Extension Service - http://oces.okstate.edu/kay

“I now understand how many factors must be considered when making fi nancial management decisions.” 
 -2015 Oklahoma Annie’s Project participant

Haley Rosson and her fi rst class of Annie’s 
Project graduates in Logan County.

Kay County Annie’s Project class poses in 
front of the Pioneer Woman Museum.
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Annie’s Project National Educator 
Professional Development Conference

September 22-24, 2015

The second Annie’s Project National Educator Professional Development Conference will be offered on September 22-
24, 2015 in Ames, Iowa. Educators from university extension, USDA and other professions across the country who are 
interested in providing outreach to farm and ranch women are welcome to attend.
 
“In my nearly 40 years with Extension, I’ve had the opportunity to work with a lot of different programs… but none has 
been more rewarding than Annie’s Project,” says Willie Huot, North Dakota Annie’s Project educator and 2014 conference 
attendee.

The professional development program will include needs assessment, curricula design, marketing and communications, 
course delivery, program evaluation and following up with participants. Sessions will cover how to teach sustainability and 
risk management concepts and the rationale and methodology for offering courses to the target audience of farm and 
ranch women. Panel members will provide unique insights on incorporating Annie’s Project into career paths, partnerships 
with USDA agencies, and the experiences of Annie’s Project past participants.

After completing the training, educators will be able to apply the Annie’s Project key principles, core values, and other best 
education practices to offer impactful programs for farm and ranch women. “[Annie’s Project] is a unique opportunity for 
us to connect with farm women, women in agriculture, and honestly some women who want to get into agriculture and are 
enrolling in the program to learn more,” says Margaret Larson, Annie’s Project educator from Illinois and 2014 conference 
attendee. 

This year’s conference offers two exciting tours that not only give attendees a chance to network, but also provide 
interesting historical and sustainability perspectives. The Tuesday evening program features a very special opportunity 
to enjoy dinner in the Iowa State University Farm House Museum. The Farm House was the fi rst building on campus and 
home to early extension demonstrations. The Wednesday evening program features a picnic supper at the ISU Research 
Dairy Farm and Compost Facility. The farm houses 780 head of dairy cattle and everything from dairy manure to dining 
hall scraps and other wastes are turned into nutrient dense soil amendments at the compost facility.

Two video reports from last year’s national educator conference are available for review. One video is a summary of the 
conference activities. “Highlights from Annie’s Project National Educator Conference July 7-10, 2014” may be viewed 
at https://vimeo.com/105728044. The other video features stories from educators in attendance. “National Extension 
Educators Talk About Annie’s Project” may be viewed at https://vimeo.com/105715365.  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, in partnership with Annie’s Project – Education for Farm Women, is 
pleased to host the 2015 Annie’s Project National Educator Professional Development Conference. “I’m very happy to be 
involved in Annie’s Project and so grateful that they work so hard on the curriculum, so I don’t have to do the heavy lifting,” 
says Bonnie Collins, Annie’s Project educator from New York and 2014 conference attendee. 

This conference is partially supported by the North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education professional 
development grant program. More information about the SARE project titled ‘Building the Capacity of ANNIES Educators 
to Help Women Farmers and Ranchers Improve Agricultural Sustainability’ can be found online at www.sare.org. This 
conference is also partially supported by the Farm Credit National Contributions program, AgStar Financial Services, and 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. 

Conference details, registration, and travel scholarship requests will soon be available at
http://www.aep.iastate.edu/womeninag/conference.  For more information, contact Madeline Schultz (schultz@iastate.
edu, 515-294-0588) or Lani McKinney (lanim@iastate.edu, 515-294-2136).

by Madeline Schultz
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Annie’s Project educators rocked the 100th Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement Conference (AMPIC) of the 
National Association of County Agricultural Agents (NACAA). This year’s AMPIC was held in Sioux Falls, SD July 12-16 
and was attended by more than 1,000 people. 

There were eight Annie’s Project educators among the Achievement Award honorees. The recipients 
of this award have less than ten years of experience in extension and were selected by their peers for 
their professional excellence. Award winners included Annie’s Project educators Jennifer Bentley – IA, 
Nanette (Gigi) Neal – OH, Adele Harty – SD, Jessica Flores – MD, Kelly McAdam – NH, Alexandria 
Straight – WV, Fred Hall – TX, and Mae Smith - WY.  

There were three Annie’s Project educators among those who were honored with the Distinguished 
Service Award. These award winners are representatives of the top two percent of the NACAA 
membership and were selected by state recognition and awards committees. Award winners included 
Annie’s Project educators Chris Bruynis – OH, Robin Salverson – SD, and Jenny Carleo – NJ. 

Congratulations to all of these outstanding NACAA award winners! 

All of the South Dakota extension professionals and volunteers did a wonderful 
job of putting on the conference, but SD Annie’s Project educators Adele Harty, 
Robin Salverson, Shannon Sand, and Heather Gessner were rock stars!  
Mary Sobba – MO did a great job serving multiple years as the Professional 
Improvement Council Committee Chair and ended her chairmanship on a high 
note. 

There were lots of relevant presentations and 
examples of great extension work during the 
conference. Educators involved with Annie’s Project 
presented several sessions. Among tese, Emily 
Adams - OH co-presented on Futuring and Visioning; 
Jenny Carleo – NJ presented on Creating Successful 
Award Applications; and Jessica Flores – MD 
presented on Farming: Pencil to Plow. 

The poster session is a great part of the conference because attendees can quickly scan 
the posters to learn about extension programs and projects applicable to their fi eld of work. 
Madeline Schultz’s poster on the Annie’s Project course, Managing for Today and Tomorrow 
was one of the state winners. 

From the South Dakota native American rock band, Brule, to the South Dakota State University 
ice-cream, to tours of South Dakota cattle ranches, the conference attendees were treated to 
the fi nest hospitality. The AMPIC was a great opportunity to network with Annie’s Project educators and to learn from the 
very best agriculture extension educators across the country.   

Annie’s Project Educators Recognized by NACAA 
by Madeline Schultz
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Ruth Hambleton, ruthhambleton@wildblue.net, 618.237.6441
Madeline Schultz, schultz@iastate.edu, 515.294.0588

Claudette Roper, administrator@anniesproject.org, 573.719.7303
Lani McKinney, lanim@iastate.edu, 515.294.2136

Th e team welcomes comments on the newsletter and article submissions.
You can fi nd past newsletters and other information about Annie’s on our website:

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/annie/index.html
@Annie’s Project Education for Farm Women

Ohio Annie’s Project 
Coordinator Gigi  
Neal

Robin Salverson and Chris Zdorovtsov of 
SDSU Extension at this year’s NACAA.  
Annie’s Project State Co-Coordinator 
Robin Salverson received the NACCA 
Distinguished Service award for her work 
with beef producers.

Jenny Carleo of New 
Jersey received the 
NACCA Distinguished 
Service award.


